
DECEMBER 16, 2018
THIRD SUNDAY

OF ADVENT

PASTOR:    Rev. James Duell 473-2970

SERVICES: Tues, Wed: 8:30 am
1st & 3rd Sat: 5:00 pm
Sun:  7:30 am, 10:30 am

BAPTISMS:  Contact pastor at 473-2970

WEDDINGS:  Contact pastor at least six
months in advance of wedding date.

RECONCILIATION:
Tuesday from 5:00 - 6:00 pm
1st & 3rd Saturday from 4:00 - 4:30 pm

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
Contact: Michelle Kuether 473-3713

YOUTH MINISTRY:
Contact:  Alan Capasso 417-2839

R.C.I.A.:  Normally done during the school year.
Contact pastor for more information.

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Mandy Brumbaugh 308-5561
Rita Mayor 570-6793
Corey Turner 473-5575
Kelly Turner 473-5575

WEBSITE:  www.stteresacovington.org

St. Teresa of the Infant Jesus
(Therese of Lisieux)

ST. TERESA  OF THE INFANT JESUS
Established:  1950

6925 W. U.S. ROUTE 36
COVINGTON,  OHIO  45318

WEEKEND MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS

5:00 pm Sat, December 15 Sat, December 22
Comm: Rita Mayor -

Lector: Joe Speer -

Usher: *need volunteer -

Server: *need volunteer -

7:30 am Sun, December 16 Sun, December 23
Comm: *need volunteer Don Kuether

Lector: Judy Dammeyer Michelle Kuether

Usher: August Otte Tony Kuether
Gene Dammeyer Don Kuether

Server: *need volunteer Tom Kuether
*need volunteer Beth Kuether

10:30 am Sun, December 16 Sun, December 23
Comm: Mary Jane Bachman Eric Vanderhorst

Dawn Boehringer Bev Yount
Marian Mikalauskas Bob Gengler
*need volunteer Kathie Gengler
*need volunteer *need volunteer

Lector: Alan Capasso Eric Vanderhorst

Usher: Duane Bachman Doug Yount
*need volunteer *need volunteer

Server: Regina Mikalauskas Cael Vanderhorst
*need volunteer Chase Vanderhorst

Ramse Vanderhorst

LITURGICAL CALENDARS
  2019 Liturgical Calendars, courtesy of Bridges-
Stocker-Fraley Funeral Home, are available at the
church entrances.

MEIJER “SIMPLY GIVE” PROGRAM
  Covington Outreach Association (COA)
has been chosen by Meijer-Troy, for the 11th
year, to participate in the Simply Give pro-
gram, which helps stock our food pantry
shelves.  The program began on Novem-
ber 18th and runs through December 29th.
To ensure Simply Give Card purchases/
donations work smoothly, please use cash,
debit, or credit card.  If you prefer to use a
check, please write it to COA and drop off
at Covington Church of the Brethren office
earmarked “Simply Give.”  We will take it
to Meijer for you.  This program is very im-
portant to our food pantry - we received
over $27,000 last year.  Thank you for your
participation!

DIVORCED OR SEPARATED?
  Too many people stay stuck in their pain
and don’t know how to find their way past
the pain of divorce or separation.  Our 12-
week group begins Monday, January 7th,
from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm at the Parish Of-
fice Center at St. Michael Parish/Sts. Pe-
ter & Paul Parish.  Cost is $25 and includes
materials for 12 weeks.  Find comfort and
counsel consistent with Catholic teachings.
Call Rose Meyer at 937-295-2891 or email
rosem@nflregion.org to find out more in-
formation or to register.

FORMED DIGITAL PLATFORM
  Here at St. Teresa, you can continue grow-
ing in your faith by going to formed.org and
using our parish code, 4cb38a, to set up
your own account.  Please take advantage
of this outstanding free faith formation re-
source!



MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
TUES 12/18 8:30 AM

Mark Monnin

WED 12/19 8:30 AM
John Chesnut

SUN 12/23 7:30 AM
Joan Bey

10:30 AM
Ron Vanderhorst

SUNDAY COLLECTION
December 9, 2018            $ 1,477.00

PARISH PRAYER CHAIN
  Please contact Anne Vanderhorst at 473-
5497 to activate the prayer chain.

BULLETIN NEWS
  Please contact Wendy Vanderhorst at
stteresacovington@yahoo.com with bulle-
tin information.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
  The Knights of Columbus Council 15424
will not meet in December, however, all
Knights are encouraged to attend the Pan-
cake Breakfast on Sunday, December
30th.

CHRISTMAS DECORATING
  We will be decorating the church for
Christmas on Sunday, December 16th, at
7:00 pm.  This year, the Youth Ministry will
be joining us and we will have pizza.  All
ages are welcome.  Come out and enjoy
the spirit of the Christmas season!

ST. TERESA YOUTH COALITION NEWS
  Dec. 16 - Christmas Party.  We will deco-
rate the church and there will be pizza!
  Each of us is an innkeeper who decides if
there is room for Jesus.
  All meetings are from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm,
Grades 7 - 12 are welcome.  Like us on
Facebook www.facebook.com/Big-Church
-Youth-Group.
  Ongoing Service Project:  Our youth
have decided that “Jesus deserves better
than artificial flowers.”  If you would like to
help, they are looking for any and all dona-
tions to keep fresh flowers in the sanctu-
ary.  Thank you!

CCD NEWS
  Reminder of the class schedule for the
month of December:
  Dec. 23 - No class.  Merry Christmas!
  Dec. 30 - No class.  Happy New Year!

WORD AMONG US
  The Advent edition of Word Among Us is
available at the church entrances.  These
are free - one copy per household, please.

HEALING MASS
  A Healing Mass will be held on the first
Monday of each month at 7:30 pm at St.
Boniface, Piqua.  Music begins at 7:15 pm.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
  The Knights of Columbus Pancake Break-
fast will be held on Sunday, December 30th
after the 10:30 am Mass.

COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICES
  A list of the local Communal Penance Ser-
vices is on the bulletin board and is also
available at the church entrances.

.

BEST ADVENT EVER
  Rediscover the joy of Christmas with
BEST ADVENT EVER, a free email pro-
gram that will help you slow down and fo-
cus on what matters most during the busy
holiday season.  Each day of Advent, you’ll
receive short inspirational videos, practical
tips, and real-life encouraging stories.  Go
to BestAdventEver.com/Almost Christmas
to sign up and get ready for the best Christ-
mas of your life!

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL FLOWERS
  Christmas Memorial Flower envelopes
are available at both church entrances.
Please turn them in to the church office or
the collection basket by December 19th to
be included in the Christmas bulletin.

RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT FUND
  “This money is pure gift,” writes a religious
sister of the support made possible by the
Retirement Fund for Religious.  “It enables
us to continue providing care for our eld-
erly sisters.”  Your gift to last week’s col-
lection helps hundreds of religious commu-
nities meet pressing retirement needs while
continuing to serve the People of God.
Thank you for your generosity!

THANK YOU
  The Covington Outreach Association
(COA) wants to thank everyone so much
for the gifts for the children that were do-
nated by your parish as part of the Adopt-a-
Child Christmas Program.  Approximately
100 children will have a Merry Christmas
due to your kindness.  God is good!  Shar-
ing is caring and to share in these children’s
lives is a true blessing.  Thank you and have
a blessed day!

From the desk of Father Duell
  We are in need of lectors, eucharistic
ministers, and servers for our Christmas
Eve Mass on December 24th at 3:00 pm
and Christmas Day Mass on December
25th at 10:30 am.  Thank you for volun-
teering!
  “Whoever has two cloaks should share
with the person who has none...Stop col-
lecting more than what is prescribed...Do
not practice extortion, do not falsely ac-
cuse anyone, and be satisfied with your
wages.”                                   Luke 3:10-18
  Like John the Baptist’s proclamation at
the River Jordan, we are called to be wit-
nesses of God’s love by the love we ex-
tend to others; precursors of his justice
by our unfailing commitment to what is
right and good; lamps reflecting the light
of God’s Christ in our forgiveness, mercy,
and compassion; harvesters of souls
through our humble and dedicated
servanthood.  As John preached at the
Jordan, we can only welcome the Mes-
siah into our lives when we move beyond
ourselves to embrace the hurt and bro-
kenness, the needs and hopes of others.
We can only realize the “best” of human-
ity by taking on greed and arrogance and
bigotry that diminish our humanity.  (Con-
nections 2018, Third Sunday of Advent).
  The readings call us to “rejoice” as the
emphasis moves to anticipation or
Christ’s first coming.  Spiritually, let us do
what we need to do to welcome him into
our hearts and lives --- reconciliation,
charitable outreach to someone in need,
service of those in our homes.  Christ is
coming...are you ready?
                                   Have a good week!
                                       Father Jim Duell


